TA THEN the war came, Mr. Chamberlain's heart-
VV broken admission that his well-intentioned
effort to avert it had completely failed was not a
trumpet-call. But Mr. Churchill could be counted
on to set the trumpet to his lips; and presently he
got his opportunity. For the Prime Minister had
always meant to bring him back to office, if there
was a war. He did not succeed in modifying the
composition of his Government by broadening its
basis to include Opposition Liberal and Labour
elements; and his relations with the Trade Unions
continued to be almost as distant as before. But
this was no time for perpetuating disagreements
between Conservatives, and he readmitted Mr. Eden
and Mr- Churchill The first notion was to make
him a minister without portfolio in the War Cabinet;
but when he offered him the Admiralty, it was de-
cided that all Service ministers should sit in the War
Cabinet* It was not far off thirty years since
Mr.Churchill had left the Home Office to become First
Lord, and he returned to the Admiralty at sixty-four
on the first day of a new war. Within a month the
country heard a ringing denunciation of "Herr
Hitler and his gtoup of wicked men, whose hands
are stained with blood and soiled with corruption*"
For he did not share his colleagues* taste for public
utterances in a minor key; and where Mr, Chamber-

281